Mastering Spanish Prepositions

A Comprehensive Guide & Exercises for English Speakers (Level A2)

Level: A2 Grammar Guide Peninsular Spanish Focus

Why are prepositions tricky for English speakers?

Prepositions rarely translate 1:1 between English and Spanish. For example, the English word "in", "on", and
"at" are often all represented by en in Spanish, while English "to" or "for" splits into multiple Spanish
prepositions based on context. This guide tackles common pain points with clear rules, Peninsular Spanish
usage, comparative tables, and practical exercises.

1. The Big Four: Essential Prepositions

Here are four foundational prepositions every A2 student must master. Notice how Spanish simplifies some English
concepts while adding specific rules for others.

Preposition Main Meanings Examples & Usage Notes

a To, At, Into Voy a Madrid. (/ am going to Madrid - Direction)
Llegamos a las cinco. (We arrive at 5 o'clock - Time)
*Requires "Personal A" before specific people: Veo a Maria.

en In, On, At, By (transport) El libro esta en la mesa. (On the table)
Vivo en Espaia. (In Spain)
Viajo en tren. (By train)

de Of, From, About, Possessive ('s)  Soy de Inglaterra. (From England - Origin)
El coche de Carlos. (Carlos's car - Possession)
Una mesa de madera. (Wooden table - Material)

con With Café con leche. (Coffee with milk)
Voy con mi hermano. (Going with my brother)
*Special forms: conmigo (with me), contigo (with you).

Mandatory Contractions:

*a+el=al — Voy al gimnasio. (Not: a el)
*de + el =del — Vengo del centro. (Not: de el)

Note: These contractions only happen with masculine singular "el”, NOT with pronouns or feminine articles (e.g., "a
la", "de ella”).

2. Por vs. Para

Both mean "for" in English, but they express fundamentally different concepts in Spanish.
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PARA (Destination / Purpose / Deadline) POR (Cause / Exchange / Movement)

1. Recipient / Destination:
Este regalo es para ti.
(This gift is for you.)

2. Deadline / Future Time:
La tarea es para el lunes.
(The homework is for Monday.)

3. Purpose ("in order to" + verb):

Estudio para aprender.
(I study [in order] to learn.)

4. Final Destination:
Salgo para Barcelona.
(I'm leaving for Barcelona.)

Peninsular Spanish Note on Duration:

1. Reason / Cause ("because of"):
Gracias por la ayuda.
(Thanks for the help.)

2. Exchange / Price / Thanks:
Pagué 10 € por la camiseta.
(I paid €10 for the t-shirt.)

3. Movement Through/Along:
Camino por la calle.
(I walk along/through the street.)

4. Approximate Time / Part of Day:
Estudio por la manana.
(I study in the morning.)

To express duration ("for X time"), standard Spanish in Spain uses durante or drops the preposition entirely:

* He estudiado durante dos horas. / He estudiado dos horas. (/ studied for two hours.)

Avoid using "por" for duration in Peninsular Spanish, as it is a literal translation from English ("for two hours").

3. Spatial Location (Prepositional Phrases)

At level A2, location descriptions often require compound prepositions combining a word with de.

al lado de = next to / beside
lejos de = far from
detras de = behind

encima de = on top of / above

4. Practice Exercises

cerca de = near
delante de = in front of
debajo de = under / underneath

enfrente de = opposite / in front of

Exercise A: Choose the Correct Preposition (en, a, de, con)

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate preposition. Mind contractions where necessary (al / del)!

1. Mis amigosviven —_____ londres.

2.Mafanavoy — supermercado para comprar pan.
3.Elperro — Maria es muy simpatico.

4. Prefieroviajar — mi familia durante las vacaciones.
5.,Aquéhorallegas — laoficina?
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Exercise B: Por, Para, or Durante

Select the correct word (por, para, or durante) according to standard Spanish in Spain.

1.Esteregaloes — mimadre. Es su cumplearios.

2. Muchasgracias — invitarme a tu fiesta.

3. Tengo que terminar la presentacion —_ mafana.

4. HevividoenEspafia — tres meses este afo.

5. Estudio espafiol —__ hablar con mis amigos de Madrid.

Exercise C: Location Phrases

Complete the sentence using the correct combined prepositional phrase.

1. Elrestauranteesta — (next to) hotel.
2.Micasaestamuy — (far from) centro de la ciudad.
3.Elgatoduerme — (under) la mesa.

4. Lafarmaciaseencuentra — (in front of) banco.

Exercise D: The Personal "A" Challenge

Decide whether you need to insert the personal preposition a (or al) in the blank, or leave it empty (9).

1. Ayervi — miprofesora de espanol en el mercado.

2. Necesitocomprar — un ordenador nuevo para el trabajo.
3.,Conoces — Juan Carlos? Es el nuevo vecino.

4. Ellos estanbuscando — un camarero para el restaurante.
5.Llamé —____ mis padres anoche por teléfono.

Exercise E: Complete Sentence Correction
Identify and correct the preposition mistake in each Peninsular Spanish sentence.

1. Incorrect: He trabajado aqui por cinco afos.
— Correct:

2. Incorrect: Mainana voy en el cine con mis amigos.
— Correct:

3. Incorrect: Vengo a el supermercado de comprar comida.
— Correct:
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